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UPON  THE 


Urban  District  of  Withington 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1903 . 


I. 

Tabular  statement  of  the  mortality  within  the  district ,  classified  according 

to  diseases ,  ages  and  localities. 

There  were  391  deaths  registered  during  1903  as  having  occurred 
in  the  Withington  district  among  residents.  Of  this  number  356 
took  place  in  the  district  itself,  while  the  remaining  35  occurred  in  the 
Chorlton  Union  Workhouse  among  persons  who  had  been  admitted  from 
within  the  district. 


To  these  figures  must  be  added  the  deaths  of  certain  residents  of  the 
Withington  district  which  took  place  during  the  year  in  various  localities 
outside.  The  deaths  in  this  category  have  not  been  entirely  limited 
to  those  which  have  occurred  in  “public  institutions”  although  most 
of  them  come  under  that  heading,  but  some  others  have  been  included 
because  their  omission  would  have  the  result  of  rendering  inaccurate  the 
figures  relating  to  the  mortality  of  the  district.  For  instance,  included 
among  these  deaths  are  four  reported  from  Blackpool  in  persons  who  had 
gone  there  in  ill-health  from  this  district  and  had  died  within  a  few 
weeks  of  their  arrival.  Another  instance  is  that  of  a  resident  in 
the  district  who  died  suddenly  at  a  station  in  Manchester  immediately  on 
arriving  there  from  home. 

The  full  number  of  deaths  which  should  thus  be  ascribed  to  the  district 
for  the  past  year,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  410  viz  : 

Deaths  of  residents  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  356 

Deaths  of  residents  in  the  Workhouse  ...  ...  35 

Deaths  of  residents  in  places  outside  the  district  ...  19 

410 


Estimating  the  population  to  have  increased  to  the  extent  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  since  1902 — a  justifiable  assumption  when  we  find  that  326  new 
houses  have  been  certified  as  fit  for  habitation  during  the  year — we  calcu¬ 
late  the  population  to  be  36,000  and  the  general  death-rate  to  be  ii'3  per 
thousand,  compared  with  11*7  in  1902  and  I2’i  in  1901. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year  amounted 
to  728  (374  males  and  354  females).  The  birth-rate  therefore  is  20^2, 
compared  with  20-9  in  1902  and  i8-8  in  1901. 

The  average  death-rate  and  birth-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  are  respec¬ 
tively  ii*7  and  20-2. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  and  birth-rates  for  the 
previous  ten  years,  corrected  in  accordance  with  the  Census  populations 
of  1891  and  1901, 
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Comparison 

of  the  death-rates  and  birth-rates  ( corrected 
from  1893  to  1903. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

Census 

Year. 

1902 

1903 

Estimated 
population .. 

26,072 

27,065 

28,058 

29,051 

30,044 

31.037 

32,030 

33.023 

34,016 

35.000 

36,000 

Total  number 
of  deaths  ... 

330 

284 

329 

3i5 

335 

387 

363 

408 

413 

412 

410 

Annual  death- 
rates  . 

12*7 

io’6 

irg 

10*9 

n'4 

12-4 

n'3 

12-3 

12*1 

117 

11 '3 

Total  number 
of  births  ... 

548 

542 

577 

602 

658 

593 

626 

671 

642 

734 

728 

Annual  birth¬ 
rates  . 

21*0 

20*0 

20-5 

20*7 

21*9 

19-1 

19'5 

20-3 

i8'8 

20*9 

20*2 

In  apportioning  the  births  and  deaths  of  the  year  to  the  four  different 
townships  to  which  they  belong,  we  obtain  the  following  death-rates  and 


birth-rates : — 

Withington  ... 
Didsbury 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy 

Burnage 


Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 
18-9  ...  ii*9 

15-6  ...  io'8 

.  24-8  ...  10.5 

•  287  ...  14*3 


The  exceedingly  low  birth-rates  of  the  townships  of  Withington  and 
Didsbury,  especially  that  of  the  latter,  are  noticeable. 

In  1902  the  corresponding  birth-rates  of  the  four  townships  were  as 
follows  : — Withington  18-5,  Didsbury  18-3,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  247  and 
Burnage  32-8. 

In  1901  the  rates  were: — -Withington  i6’2,  Didsbury  187,  Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy  22-2  and  Burnage  227. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  birth-rates  of  the  first  two  townships  have  been 
lower  than  those  of  the  latter  two  for  some  considerable  time. 


The  death-rates  of  the  various  townships,  with  a  slight  exception  in  the 
case  of  Didsbury,  show  an  improvement  when  compared  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  of  1902,  when  they  were  as  follows:- — Withington  127, 
Didsbury  icr,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  10*9  and  Burnage  187.  In  1901,  the 
figures  were: — Withington  13-5,  Didsbury  97,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  117 
and  Burnage  i6’9.  Burnage  thus  shows  the  largest  death-rate  as  wrell  as 
the  largest  birth-rate  throughout. 
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In  the  next  table  we  have  the  deaths  arranged  according  to  “  age 
groups,”  together  with  the  corresponding  figures  of  the  previous  eight 
years. 

Table  of  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred 


from  1895  to  1903. 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Under  1  3-ear  of  age . 

69 

67 

63 

82 

66 

75 

82 

72 

77 

Between  i  year  and  5 
years  . 

17 

31 

27 

37 

29 

31 

32 

38 

25 

Betvyeen  5  and  15  years 

6 

7 

14 

16 

8 

28 

13 

15 

8 

Between  15  and  25  years 

15 

16 

14 

iS 

11 

*5 

13 

x7 

12 

Between  25  and  65  years 

120 

119 

126 

132 

158 

157 

153 

x44 

171 

Over  65  years  of  age  ... 

102 

75 

9i 

102 

9i 

102 

120 

126 

X17 

The  figures  relating  to  the  past  year  bear  much  the  same  proportion  to 
each  other  as  in  the  preceding  years,  the  most  serious  aspect  of  the  table 
being  the  relatively  large  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age. 
This  amounts  to  a  quarter  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  year. 

The  77  deaths  in  1903  under  the  age  of  one  year,  with  728  births  during 
the  same  period,  give  an  infantile  death-rate  of  105  per  thousand  births 
for  the  year.  This  rate,  though  larger  than  the  corresponding  rate  of 
1902,  is  considerably  less  than  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  as 
is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

Rate  per  thousand  births  from  1893  to  1903. 


1893 

h-i 

CO 

hO 

4^ 

1S95 

1896 

1897 

1898 

00 

VO 

VO 

1900 

I9OI 

1902 

Mean  death-rate 

1:893-1902 

I9°3 

I5o 

90 

B9 

1 1 1 

95 

138 

105 

III 

127 

98 

1 14 

105 

The  infantile  death-rate  varies  much  according  to  the  surroundings. 
It  may  be  as  low  as  80  per  thousand  births  in  country  localities  in  which 
the  sanitary  conditions  are  good,  or  as  high  as  300  per  thousand  in  the 
densely  populated  and  poor  districts  of  a  manufacturing  town.  But 
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although  the  infantile  death-rate  of  this  district  may  not  be  very  high  it 
is  to  be  seen  from  the  details  given  in  the  next  table  that  among  the 
deaths  are  many  which  should  be  considered  as  preventable. 


Causes 

of  death  under  one  year. 

Corre- 

1903 

sponding 
figures 
for  1902. 

I.  Pulmonary  diseases. 

Bronchitis,  &c . 

6 

12 

/Measles  . 

I 

5 

Whooping  cough . 

8 

1 

II .  Infectious  diseases. . . 

Tuberculosis . 

Venereal  diseases . 

6 

1 

3 

1 

Erysipelas . 

1 

° 

,  Diphtheria . 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

7 

2 

Enteritis . 

3 

0 

III.  Diet  diseases  . i 

W asting  and  gas  tro-intestinal 

catarrh  . 

5 

7 

Convulsions  . 

IX 

14 

r  Premature  birth  . 

13 

5 

IV.  Congenital  diseases... 

Debility . 

Spina  bifida  . 

I 

0 

7 

1 

Heart  disease  . 

0 

2 

V.  Other  causes  . 

Not  classified  . 

I4 

11 

77 

72 

I.  Pulmonary  diseases  have  been  much  less  fatal  during  the  past  year, 
the  death-rate  being  only  8  per  thousand  births  or  half  the  proportion  of 
the  previous  year. 

Infantile  death-rates  from  pulmonary  diseases  per  thousand  births. 

Year  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 

Rate  19.  26.  7.  13.  10.  16.  8. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  this  rate  compares  favourably 
with  the  rates  of  previous  years.  This  improvement  is  in  accordance 
with  the  general  pulmonary  death-rate  of  the  year,  which,  as  we  shall 
find,  is  decidedly  lower  than  in  1902. 

II.  The  second  group  of  diseases  (inclusive  of  tuberculosis)  shows  an 
increase.  Whooping  cough  has  prevailed  considerably  in  the  district 
during  the  year  and  is  accountable  for  almost  half  the  deaths  in  this  class. 
The  total  number  is  17,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  23  per  thousand 
births. 
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Infantile  death-rates  from  infectious  diseases  per  thousand  births. 

Year  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 

Rate  16.  15.  8.  20.  14.  14.  23. 

This  death-rate  it  is  to  be  noticed,  is  larger  than  in  any  of  the  previous 
six  years.  Of  the  six  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis,  three  were  due  to 
the  disease  affecting  the  brain,  one  the  abdomen,  one  the  external  glands 
and  one  was  a  general  infection. 

III.  The  deaths  from  “diet  diseases”  are  slightly  more  in  number 
than  in  1902.  There  have  been  more  fatal  cases  of  epidemic  diarrhoea 
during  the  past  than  in  the  previous  year,  which  may  account  for  the 
difference. 

Infantile  death-rate  from  “  diet  diseases”  per  thousand  births. 

Year  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 

Rate  30.  55.  63.  31.  71.  32.  35. 

In  the  remaining  classes  the  diseases  do  not  depend  on  preventable 
causes. 

Of  the  77  deaths  under  one  year,  38  occurred  in  Withington,  14  in 
Didsbury,  20  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  and  5  in  Burnage.  The  infantile 
mortality  of  each  township,  calculated  upon  the  respective  number  of 
births,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  in  which  the  corresponding  figures 
of  the  previous  eight  years  are  also  given  for  comparison.  As  mentioned 
in  previous  reports  these  figures  are  absolutely  accurate  as  they  do  not 
depend  upon  any  estimated,  but  upon  definitely  ascertained  numbers. 


Comparison  of  the  death-rates  under  one  year  in  the  four  townships 
per  thousand  births.  1895  to  1903. 


Townships 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Withington . 

I4O 

120 

92 

142 

i57 

94 

i75 

103 

139 

Didsbury  . 

IOO 

96 

81 

118 

5° 

128 

89 

80 

92 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy . . 

90 

90 

84 

152 

90 

121 

78 

105 

80 

Burnage  . 

I4O 

148 

165 

132 

102 

114 

255 

95 

89 

7 


In  this  table  we  find  that  the  infantile  mortality  of  Withington  is  con¬ 
siderably  above  the  mean  rate  for  the  whole  district,  which  we  found  to  be 
105.  The  other  townships  are  below  the  mean  rate.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  the  improvement  during  the  last  two  years  in  the  infantile 
mortality  of  Burnage. 

Under  the  age  of  five  years,  inclusive  of  the  77  infantile  deaths  we  have 
just  been  considering,  there  were  102  deaths,  a  number  actually  smaller 
than  in  any  of  the  previous  three  years.  In  the  following  table  we  have 
the  causes  of  these  deaths  classified,  and  compared  with  the  corresponding 
figures  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 


Deaths  throughout  the  district  in  children  under  five  years  of  age , 

from  1893  to  1903. 


Name  of  Disease 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1 898 

1891 

19CK 

1901 

190S 

1903 

Measles . 

7 

£ 

I 

II 

2 

I 

6 

I 

15 

2 

6 

Scarlet  fever . 

2 

2 

4 

I 

3 

12 

Whooping  cough  . . 

3 

1 

2 

9 

4 

5 

5 

3 

5 

I 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup 

2 

•  . 

•  . 

3 

•  . 

4 

2 

3 

3 

3 

I 

Enteric  fever . 

I 

Epidemic  influenza 

I 

1 

2 

3 

I 

I 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  . 

17 

M 

6 

8 

12 

19 

7 

22 

Q 

7 

Enteritis . 

3 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

•  * 

1 

I 

Tuberculosis . 

14 

8 

10 

Bronchitis,  pneu¬ 
monia,  and 

pleurisy . 

17 

11 

13 

23 

14 

19 

Q 

13 

11 

22 

Q 

All  other  causes  . . 

63 

51 

50 

56 

5i 

72 

58 

69 

52 

54 

50 

Total . 

105 

70 

86 

98 

90 

119 

95 

106 

114 

no 

102 

In  this  table  we  see  a  great  diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
measles  compared  with  1902,  but  still  the  number  is  higher  than  the 
mean  of  the  previous  ten  years.  Five  of  the  six  deaths  we  have  already 
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seen  in  the  table  relating  to  the  causes  of  death  under  one  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  whooping  cough,  eight  of  which  were  in  infants,  is 
very  large,  three  times  larger  in  fact  than  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten 
years.  The  ten  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  none  of  them  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  form,  six  have  been  already  mentioned  as  occurring  under  the  age 
of  one  year  and  the  details  given,  the  remaining  four  were  due  to  tuber¬ 
cular  meningitis. 

The  102  deaths  belonged  to  the  various  townships  in  the  following 
numbers: — Withington  46,  Didsbury  20,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  28, 
Burnage  8. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  death-rates  of  the  different  town¬ 
ships  in  children  under  five  years,  per  thousand  of  the  respective  estima¬ 
ted  populations,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  of  the  three  years 
1881,  1891  and  1901  in  which  the  populations  had  been  recently  verified 
by  census. 


Death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  the  different 
towmships  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  in  1903,  compared 
with  those  of  1881,  1891  and  1901.  (Census  years.) 


Townships. 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1903 

Withington  . 

37 

4-6 

3'9 

32 

Didsbury  . 

34 

24 

23 

2' 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy . 

5'1 

4  1 

25 

2 '8 

Burnage . 

I  I 

8-6 

7  9 

4'1 

Burnage  has  the  largest  death-rate  among  children  under  five  years  but 
shows  some  improvement.  In  1902  the  rate  was  5-2. 

In  the  following  table  we  have  the  causes  of  all  the  deaths  belonging 
to  the  district  during  the  past  year. 

The  deaths  from  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  have  already  been  seen  in  previous  tables  as  they  all  occurred 
under  the  age  of  five  years. 

The  death  from  enteric  fever  took  place  in  Burnage. 
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Deaths  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  district ,  at  all  ages, 
in  1901 ,  1902  and  1903. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Small-pox.. 

... 

... 

Measles 

I 

17 

6 

Scarlet  fever  . 

I 

7 

3 

Whoop 

mg  cough 

5 

I 

12 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  ... 

6 

6 

2 

Croup 

... 

I 

Typhus  ...  . 

... 

... 

Fever  h 

Enteric 

I 

I 

I 

Other  continued 

.  .  . 

Epidemic  influenza 

10 

II 

5 

Cholera 

... 

Plague 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea 

24 

3 

7 

Enteritis  ... 

4 

I 

3 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

1 

Erysipelas  .  ...  ...  ...  . 

3 

I 

2 

Other  septic  diseases 

3 

7 

2 

Phthisis 

26 

27 

38 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

17 

II 

x4 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

37 

32 

35 

Bronchitis 

24 

30 

22 

Pneumonia 

42 

35 

21 

Pleurisy 

2 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  ... 

I 

6 

4 

Alcoholism,  cirrhosis  of  liver 

4 

8 

IO 

Venereal  disease 

I 

3 

Premature  birth  ...  .  . 

2 

5 

x3 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

2 

... 

5 

Heart  diseases 

53 

36 

36 

Accidents  ... 

6 

6 

5 

Suicides 

3 

7 

5 

Injuries 

I 

I 

All  other  causes  ... 

136 

I5I 

X5X 

Total 

4X3 

412 

410 

The  deaths  from  epidemic  influenza  occurred  in  the  following  town¬ 
ships  : — three  in  Withington,  one  in  Didsbury  and  one  in  Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  disease  has  been  less  fatal  than  in  the 
preceding  two  years. 

Both  the  deaths  from  erysipelas  took  place  in  the  township  of  Withing¬ 
ton. 
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The  number  of  fatal  cases  of  phthisis  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
mean  of  the  previous  ten  years,  for  which  period  it  was  26.  Eight  of  the 
deaths  took  place  in  the  Chorlton  Union  Workhouse  among  persons 
belonging  to  the  district.  The  distribution  of  the  38  deaths  among  the 
townships  to  which  they  belong,  inclusive  of  the  eight  in  the  workhouse, 
is  as  follows : — Withington  13,  Didsbury  16,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  6  and 
Burnage  3. 

Of  the  14  deaths  from  “other  tubercular  diseases”  7  occurred  in  With¬ 
ington,  2  in  Didsbury,  3  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  and  2  in  Burnage. 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  diseases  caused  35  deaths,  17  in  Withing¬ 
ton,  9  in  Didsbury,  7  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  and  2  in  Burnage. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratoiy  organs  account  for  50  deaths,  compared  with 
73  in  1902. 

Alcoholism  caused  10  deaths,  6  in  Withington,  2  in  Didsbury  and  2  in 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 


The  death-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  are  given  for  the  princi¬ 
pal  diseases  in  the  subjoined  table,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates 
of  1901  and  1902. 


Death-rates  pev  thousand  of  the  population. 

Name  of  Disease 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Measles  ... 

002 

048 

016 

Scarlet  fever . 

002 

020 

008 

Whooping  cough  .  .  . 

OI4 

002 

°33 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup 

017 

017 

005 

Enteric  fever .  ...  . 

002 

0  02 

002 

Epidemic  influenza 

029 

0  30 

013 

Diarrhoea 

070 

008 

019 

Phthisis  ... 

076 

0  77 

1  05 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

050 

031 

038 

Cancer,  malignant  diseases  ... 

108 

0  91 

°97 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  ... 

197 

208 

138 

Alcoholism,  cirrhosis  of  liver 

on 

022 

027 

Heart  diseases  ... 

1 '55 

102 

I  00 

/ 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  relating  to  the  past  year’s  mortality 
compare,  with  few  exceptions,  very  favourably  with  the  corresponding 
rates  of  the  previous  two  years.  The  only  diseases  which  show  any 
serious  increase  are  whooping  cough  and  phthisis.  In  the  case  of  the 
latter  disease,  although  the  death-rate  for  the  year  is  so  much  larger  than 
previously,  it  should  be  remarked  that  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
the  disease  is  becoming  more  prevalent  in  the  district. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  of  the  whole  district  (for  the  following  diseases: — 
small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  measles, 
whooping  cough,  enteric  fever  and  diarrhoea),  is  o-86  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  compared  with  i*o  in  1902,  1*14  in  1901,  o'8  in  1900,  0-9  in 
1899,  i'i  in  1898,  and  1*3  in  1897. 

The  general  and  zymotic  death-rates  of  each  township  comprising  the 
district  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  general 
death-rate  of  the  township  of  Burnage  is  considerably  higher  than  any  of 
the  others,  that  of  Withington  being  the  next. 


General  and  zymotic  death-rates  of  the  different  townships. 

Township 

Estimated 

Population 

Total 
number  of 
deaths. 

General 

death-rate 

- - 

Deaths  from 
zymotic 
diseases 

Zymotic 

death-rate 

Withington . 

14,362 

172 

n‘9 

14 

0-9 

Didsbury . 

9,701 

105 

io-8 

7 

07 

Chorlton-cum-Hardy. . . 

9,989 

105 

10-5 

8 

o-8 

Burnage  . 

1,948 

28 

H’3 

2 

I'O 

II. 


A  Summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread 

of  disease. 

Small-pox. —  Fourteen  cases  of  small-pox  were  reported  during  the  year. 
The  first  patient,  a  resident  of  Didsbury,  apparently  contracted  the  disease 
in  Warrington.  He  was  removed  to  the  Newall  Green  Hospital  on  June 
13th.  The  succeeding  cases  all  belonged  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  first  patient  and  arose  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  him.  Each 
case,  as  it  occurred,  was  removed  to  the  small-pox  hospital.  No  deaths 
took  place.  All  the  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  patients 
suffering  from  the  disease,  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  induced  to  allow 
themselves  to  be  re- vaccinated,  and  besides  these,  a  large  number  of 
residents  in  the  district,  especially  those  living  in  the  locality  in  which  the 
epidemic  existed,  took  the  same  precaution.  The  premises  in  which  the 
disease  occurred  were  all  very  thoroughly  disinfected  after  the  removal  of 
the  patients  and  all  clothes  which  had  been  in  contact  with  patients, 
including  those  belonging  to  the  doctors  who  had  been  in  attendance, 
were  stoved. 

The  last  patient  was  removed  to  hospital  on  July  3rd,  and  since  then 
the  district  has  been  free  from  the  disease.  Newall  Green  Hospital 
remained  open  until  September  28th,  on  which  date  the  last  patient  was 
discharged.  Subsequently  the  building  and  its  contents  were  disinfected 
as  thoroughly  as  possible  and  the  bedding,  etc.  were  stored  in  a  dry  room 
in  the  Sanatorium.  The  hospital  has  been  kept  dry  by  regular  fires  in 
the  wards  and  other  rooms  and  will  be  quite  ready  for  occupation  at  any 
time  at  a  few  hours  notice. 

Measles. — This  disease  has  been  much  less  prevalent  during  the  past 
year  than  in  the  previous  one.  The  total  number  of  cases  ascertained  to 
exist  was  98,  which  compares  favourably  with  321  in  1902,  while  the 
number  of  deaths  was  6,  compared  with  17  in  1902.  The  following  table 
shows  the  distribution  of  the  disease  throughout  the  district  as  regards 
time  and  place  : — 


Cases  of  measles  ascertained  in  1903. 


Withington 

Didsbury 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

Burnage 

Totals 

January  . 

18 

2 

5 

2 

27 

F  ebruary . 

I 

7 

1 

I 

IO 

March . 

I 

2 

10 

... 

13 

April . 

4 

I4 

... 

l8 

May . 

1 

1 

14 

... 

l6 

June . 

3 

... 

... 

3 

July . 

2 

2 

... 

4 

August . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

September  . 

... 

... 

... 

October . 

... 

5 

... 

5 

November  . 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

December  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

30 

H 

51 

3 

98 

From  this  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  Withington  suffered  in  January 
and  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  during  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May, 
but  that  the  other  townships  have  been  comparatively  free  during  the 
year. 

The  case  mortality  amounts  to  six  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of 
cases  ascertained  to  exist  in  the  district.  In  1902  it  was  five  per 
cent,  and  in  1901  it  was  two  per  cent.  All  the  deaths,  as  we  have  seen 
in  the  previous  section,  occurred  in  children  below  the  age  of  five  years. 

St.  Augustine’s  Roman  Catholic  School,  High  Lane,  Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy,  was  closed  on  May  19th,  together  with  the  Sunday  School  con¬ 
nected  with  it  for  children  under  seven  (by  request),  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  measles  among  the  scholars.  This  was  the  only  instance 
in  which  a  school  was  closed  for  measles  during  the  year. 
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Printed  precautions  have  been  distributed  from  house  to  house  in  any 
neighbourhood  in  which  cases  of  measles  have  appeared,  school  authorities 
have  been  warned  of  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  and  children  have  been 
excluded  from  school  when  the  disease  has  appeared  in  their  homes. 

It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  in  the  case  of  measles  to  carry  out 
any  disinfection  at  the  end  of  the  illness. 

Scavlet  fever. — Eighty-five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
past  year,  compared  with  109  in  1902  and  245  in  1901.  Of  the  85  cases 
71  were  under  the  age  of  15. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table 
Cases  of  scavlet  fever  in  1903. 


Withington. 

Didsbury 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

Burnage 

Totals 

N  umber 

removed  to 

Hospital 

January . 

9 

I 

5 

3 

l8 

IO 

February  . 

3 

3 

... 

2 

8 

2 

March  . 

2 

2 

4 

8 

3 

April . 

1 

1 

4 

... 

6 

4 

May  . 

3 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

June  . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

July  . 

... 

3 

4 

1 

8 

3 

August  . 

... 

4 

1 

5 

... 

September  . 

3 

2 

... 

5 

October . 

4 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

2 

November  . 

4 

.  .  . 

4 

8 

4 

December . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

27 

22 

28 

8 

85 

37 

The  attack-rates  of  the  different  townships,  with  a  slight  exception  in 
the  case  of  Didsbury,  compare  very  favourably  with  the  corresponding 
figures  of  1902  and  1901.  In  Withington  the  attack-rate  for  1903  was  i-8 
per  thousand,  compared  with  3'i  in  1902  and  6'6  in  1901.  In  Didsbury  it 
was  2'2,  compared  with  ri  in  1902  and  4^2  in  1901.  In  Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy  it  was  2-9,  compared  with  3-9  in  1902  and  9^4  in  1901.  In 
Burnage  it  was  4-1,  compared  with  8*3  in  1902  and  14-7  in  1901. 
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Showing  the  Rise  and  Fall  of  SCARLET  FEVER  each  week  during  1903. 
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The  attack-rate  for  the  whole  district  during  the  past  year  was  23  per 
thousand  of  the  population. 

The  case-mortality  has  been  lower  than  in  1902  but  not  so  low  as  in 
1901.  In  1903  three  deaths  occurred  in  the  85  cases,  or  3-5  per  cent., 
in  1902  the  proportion  was  6^4  per  cent.,  and  in  1901  it  was  0.4  per  cent. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  of  the  deaths  from  that  disease 
for  the  past  eleven  years  are  here  given  : — 

Year  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902 

Cases  57  1 17  90  102  120  177  70  68  204  245  85 

Deaths  13473  10  5181  3 

In  no  instance  during  the  past  year  was  any  evidence  forthcoming  to 
show  that  milk  played  a  part  in  spreading  the  disease. 

In  previous  reports  mention  has  been  made  of  the  serious  results  which 
occasionally  arise  from  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  happen  to  remain 
unrecognised  for  a  time  after  their  onset.  Several  instances  of  such  an 
unfortunate  occurrence  have  been  reported  during  the  past  year.  The 
way  in  which  these  cases  arise  is  nearly  always  the  same  ;  the  first 
member  of  the  family  to  be  ill  is  thought  to  be  suffering  from  some  harm¬ 
less  complaint  and  consequently  no  doctor  is  called  in.  It  is  only  when 
the  second  case  begins  that  suspicion  is  aroused  that  the  disease  may  be 
infectious.  In  this  manner  we  have  had  scarlet  fever  attacking  three 
members  of  a  family,  the  last  two  commencing  almost  simultaneously. 
The  danger  to  the  public  of  these  cases  is  obvious.  Children  who  are 
members  of  the  family  continue  to  go  to  school  and  to  play  with  other 
children,  the  washing  is  still  sent  to  the  public  laundry  and  while  the 
illness  is  going  on  no  attempt  is  made  to  isolate  a  child  who  is  thought 
perhaps  to  be  merely  suffering  from  an  attack  of  indigestion.  The  rash  is 
so  very  evanescent  in  some  of  these  cases  that  unless  specially  searched 
for  it  is  extremely  apt  to  be  overlooked. 

A  second  cause  for  the  spread  of  the  disease  is  what  we  now  know  as  a 
“  return  case,”  that  is  the  return  of  a  patient  from  a  hospital  in  a  condition 
capable  of  imparting  the  disease  to  others.  This  is  an  extremely  painful 
experience  for  the  parents  of  the  children  involved  and  is  calculated  to 
lower  the  opinion  of  the  public  as  to  the  usefulness  of  the  institution. 
Nevertheless  such  a  disaster  has  been  found  to  be  unavoidable  even  in 
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the  best  conducted  hospitals,  a  certain  small  per-centage  of  the  patients 
discharged  proving  to  be  “  return  cases.”  A  few  such  cases  appear  to 
have  occurred  in  the  Withington  district  though  (with  the  exception  of 
one  case),  not  among  the  patients  who  have  been  treated  at  the  Baguley 
Sanatorium. 

The  following  seem  to  be  instances  of  the  kind  : — - 

1.  — P.  R.  P.  aged  9  years,  began  with  scarlet  fever  on  October  19th, 

1902,  and  was  removed  to  a  hospital  not  belonging  to  Withington.  Soon 
afterwards  the  parents  came  to  live  in  this  district  and  by  way  of  pre¬ 
caution  the  girl  was  not  allowed  to  return  home  immediately  on  her 
discharge  from  the  hospital  on  December  13th,  but  was  taken  to  a 
relative’s  house  where  there  were  no  children,  and  there  she  remained 
until  December  22nd.  In  spite  of  this,  seven  days  after  her  arrival 
home,  O.  M.  P.  aged  10  years,  commenced  to  be  ill  with  the  same 
disease  and  was  removed  to  the  Baguley  Sanatorium  on  January  1st, 

1903.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  first  patient  had  a  small 
suppurating  sore  upon  the  dorsum  of  one  foot.  She  also  was  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium  where  she  remained  until  the  sore  was  healed. 

2. — D.  H.  aged  6  years,  was  sent  into  a  hospital  outside  the  district  on 
November  nth,  1902,  suffering  from  diphtheria  (D.  bacilli  had  been  found 
in  the  swab).  She  returned  home  apparently  well  on  December  12th. 
One  of  her  sisters,  M.  H.  aged  9  years,  and  a  cousin,  aged  20,  who  lived 
with  the  family,  simultaneously  commenced  with  scarlet  fever  on  Decem¬ 
ber  30th,  and  were  both  removed  to  Baguley  Sanatorium.  Although  the 
first  patient  had  been  in  hospital  for  diphtheria  and  the  other  two  were 
attacked  by  scarlet  fever,  it  does  not  negative  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  between  them,  a  connection  which  is  strongly  supported  by  the  fact 
of  the  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  commencing  upon  the  same  day. 

3.  — J.  L.  a  girl  aged  4  years,  commenced  with  scarlet  fever  on  May  1st, 
and  was  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  on  May  3rd.  She  was  discharged  on 
June  nth.  Two  days  later  her  brother,  J.  L.  aged  7  years,  began  with 
the  disease  and  was  removed  to  Baguley  on  June  15th.  Upon  examining 
the  first  patient  she  was  found  to  have  a  sore  at  the  entrance  of  the  right 
nostril  and  a  slight  discharge  from  the  nose.  She  was  not  allowed  by  her 
parents  to  be  sent  back  into  the  hospital  but  was  isolated  at  home  until 
her  nose  was  better. 

/ 
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4- — M.  E.  G.  aged  u  years,  commenced  with  scarlet  fever  on  August 
1 8th,  while  at  a  seaside  place  and  was  sent  into  a  hospital  there.  He 
returned  home  to  Withington  on  October  2nd,  and  on  October  8th  his 
sister,  aged  6  years  began  with  the  same  disease.  There  was  no  outward 
evidence  of  the  first  patient  having  any  infection  about  him  although  he 
was  carefully  examined  for  it 

5. — W.  D.  aged  2  years,  commenced  with  scarlet  fever  on  August  16th, 
while  away  at  the  seaside  and  was  removed  to  the  infectious  fever 
hospital  there.  He  was  brought  home  on  October  3rd,  and  on  October 
6th  his  sister,  M.  D.  aged  7  years  began  with  the  disease.  It  was  then 
found  that  the  first  patient  had  a  discharge  from  the  right  nostril. 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  we  have  to  deal  with  two  entirely 
different  classes  of  cases  in  this  connection.  On  the  one  hand  we  have 
obvious  marks  pointing  to  the  contagiousness  of  the  patient,  such  as 
discharges  from  the  nose  and  suppurating  sores,  and  such  patients  should 
of  course  never  be  allowed  to  leave  the  hospital  until  all  outward  indica¬ 
tions  have  disappeared,  on  the  other  hand  there  is  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  a  patient  may  leave  a  hospital  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
quite  recovered  and  yet  be  capable  later  of  imparting  the  disease  to 
others.  This  is  a  drawback  to  the  isolation  hospital  system  which 
cannot  be  ignored,  but  within  recent  times  the  per-centage  of  “return 
cases”  has  been  rendered  so  small,  owing  to  the  extreme  care  in  the 
treatment  of  patients  which  is  taken  by  hospital  authorities,  that  it  dees 
not  impair  the  usefulness  of  such  institutions  to  any  serious  extent. 

Of  the  85  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  37  were  removed  to  the 
hospital  at  Baguley.  This  is  equivalent  to  43  per  cent.  The  per-centages 
of  the  previous  seven  years  are  here  given  for  comparison 


Year . 

Per-centage  \ 
of  removals.  J 


1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 


54  65  57  25  56  58  59  43 


After  the  removal  of  a  patient  to  hospital  or  at  the  termination  of  the 
case  at  home,  the  premises  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  all 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.  w’hich  have  been  in  the  sickroom  have  been  stoved. 


At  the  onset  of  a  case  the  notification  has  been  immediately  followed  by 
a  visit  to  the  house  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  has  made  a 
systematic  examination  of  the  premises  and  noted  any  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions.  Any  school  connected  with  the  case  has  been  warned  and  all  the 
other  members  of  the  family  who  attend  at  school  have  been  stopped  from 
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doing  so  until  the  disinfection  of  the  house  has  been  carried  out.  If  the 
linen  has  been  sent  to  any  public  laundry  the  manager  has  been  warned 
of  the  case  and  no  clothes  have  been  sent  there  during  the  time  the 
danger  of  infection  existed.  Detailed  precautions  have  been  sent  to  the 
householder  as  soon  after  the  notification  as  possible. 

The  bedding,  clothes,  etc.  are  now  being  stoved  at  the  Baguley 
Sanatorium  in  apparently  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup. — Twenty-nine  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
two  cases  of  membranous  or  diphtheritic  croup  were  reported  during  the 
year.  Of  these  thirty-one  cases,  twenty-five  occurred  under  the  age  of 
fifteen. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Cases  of  diphtheria  in  1903. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  disease  has  been  more 
prevalent  in  the  district  than  in  1902  when  the  number  of  cases  reported 
was  twenty-six.  The  attack-rates  per  thousand  of  the  respective  popula¬ 
tions  of  the  different  townships,  are  as  follows : — Withington  o’8, 
Didsbury  ri,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  07  and  Burnage  0-5.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1902  are  Withington  0^4,  Didsbury  0*5, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy  1*3  and  Burnage  i‘o. 

The  case  mortality  of  the  past  year  is  much  less  than  in  the  previous 
one.  Three  deaths  in  thirty-one  cases  are  equivalent  to  9.6  per  cent., 
while  in  1902  the  proportion  was  23  per  cent. 

The  number  of  cases  and  of  deaths  in  the  previous  decade  are  here 
given,  each  year  separately: — 

Year  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 

Cases  31  22  22  13  16  22  16  14  31  26  31 

Deaths  62042524663 

The  average  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  annually  for  the 
past  ten  years  previous  to  1903,  is  21,  while  the  mean  annual  number  of 
deaths  during  the  same  period  is  37.  It  is  thus  to  be  seen  that  although 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  has  been  greater  during  the  past  year,  the 
mortality  has  been  less  than  the  average. 

Of  the  thirty-one  cases,  swabs  from  the  throat  were  taken  in  twenty- 
three  and  sent  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  the  Victoria  University, 
and  in  twenty-two  instances  the  bacilli  of  diphtheria  were  found  to  be 
present.  In  one  case  only  the  bacilli  were  not  found.  In  eight  cases 
reported  as  diphtheria  no  tests  were  made. 

In  all  there  were  forty-six  tests  made  for  this  disease  during  the  year, 
twenty-two  being  successful  in  finding  evidence  of  the  disease,  and  the 
remaining  twenty-four  proving  negative. 

I11  1902  the  number  of  tests  made  was  thirty-eight,  and  in  1901  it  was 
thirty-two,  there  is  thus  some  reason  to  think  that  this  method  of  assisting 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  is  proving  of  service  to  the  medical  men  of  the 
district  and  is  appreciated. 

On  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  or  membranous  croup  being  made, 
whether  with  or  without  the  aid  of  the  above  test,  there  is  always  a 
supply  of  anti-toxin  at  the  service  of  the  medical  man,  obtainable 
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either  night  or  day  at  the  Withington  Town  Hall,  as  it  may  happen 
that  the  doctor  may  be  without  at  the  time,  and  it  is  recognised 
that  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  anti-toxin  should  be  used  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  following  figures  taken  from  the  report 
on  the  anti-toxin  treatment  of  854  cases  at  the  Brook  Hospital,  London, 
in  1  goo,  speak  for  themselves. 

When  it  was  used  on  the  first  day  of  the  disease  (31  cases)  no  deaths  occurred. 


second  , , 

third 

fourth  ,, 

fifth  day  or  later 


(249  cases)  3'6  per  cent.  died. 
(238  cases)  67  per  cent.  died. 
(161  cases)  14  9  per  cent.  died. 
(175  cases)  21  2  per  cent.  died. 


These  figures  strongly  support  the  opinion  that  when  the  symptoms  in  a 
case  of  illness  are  sufficiently  suspicious  to  warrant  a  swab  from  the 
throat  being  taken  for  examination,  they  justify  the  use  of  anti-toxin  at  the 
same  time  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  the  test. 

The  disinfection  and  other  precautions  taken  in  a  case  of  diphtheria  are 
similar  to  those  adopted  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever.  In  every  instance 
the  wall  paper  is  stripped  off. 

Fourteen  phials  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  were  supplied  during  the  year 
to  the  medical  profession  of  the  district. 

Whooping  cough. — This  disease  has  prevailed  considerably  during  the 
months  of  February,  March,  April  and  May.  The  township  of  Didsbury 
has  suffered  the  most  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  infants  de¬ 
partment  of  the  National  School  on  April  25th,  on  account  of  the  large 
proportion  of  cases  amongst  the  scholars.  At  the  same  time  the  Sunday 
School  authorities  of  the  following,  were  requested  to  exclude  children 
under  seven  years : — Wesleyan,  Emmanuel,  Primitive  Methodist,  Gospel 
Hall  and  the  children’s  service  at  the  National  school-room.  These  steps 
seemed  to  have  a  good  effect.  The  mortality  from  whooping  cough  was 
heavy  as  we  have  already  seen. 

Printed  precautions  were  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  every  house  in 
which  the  disease  occurred  and  also  to  the  houses  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  All  schools  concerned  were  immediately  warned  if  a  case  was 
discovered  in  a  family  and  the  authorities  were  requested  to  exclude  all 
the  other  members  from  attendance. 

Enteric  fever. — Fourteen  cases  of  this  fever  were  notified  during  the  past 
year  and  of  these  one  case  proved  fatal. 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cases  of  enteric  fever  in  1903. 


Withington 

Didsbury 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

Burnage 

Totals. 

Number 

removed  to 

Hospital. 

January . 

.  .  . 

February  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

March  . 

... 

I 

... 

I 

I 

April . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

May  . 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

June  . 

I 

•  • 

... 

I 

I 

July  . 

I 

... 

... 

I 

August  . 

2 

2 

... 

4 

I 

September  . 

... 

I 

... 

... 

1 

I 

October . 

I 

... 

1 

I 

November  . 

3 

... 

I 

4 

3 

December . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

5 

3 

I 

H 

8 

The  attack-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  the  four  townships 
comprising  the  district  are  as  follows  : — Withington  0-3,  Didsbury  0-5, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy  03  and  Burnage  0-5. 

The  number  of  cases  and  the  deaths  of  the  previous  ten  years  are  here 
given : — 

Year  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903 

Cases  16  13  20  10  10  25  16  8  n  6  14 

Deaths  41220410111 

The  average  number  of  cases  per  annum  of  enteric  fever  during  the  ten 
years  1893-1902,  has  been  i3’5.  The  yearly  deaths  from  the  disease  in 
the  same  period  have  averaged  i'6. 
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Of  the  fourteen  cases  in  1903  the  blood  serum  was  submitted  to 
the  bacteriological  test  in  eight  instances,  Widal’s  re-action  being 
obtained  in  all.  In  twelve  other  doubtful  cases  of  sickness  the  blood  was 
tested  in  the  same  way  but  with  a  negative  result.  In  six  of  the  cases 
of  enteric  fever  no  test  was  made.  Careful  precautions  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  such  as  are  described  in  previous  reports,  have  been 
carried  out  in  every  case. 

Erysipelas. — Ten  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  reported  during  the 
year,  two  of  which  ended  fatally.  Five  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Withing- 
ton,  three  in  Didsbury  and  two  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy.  The  two  deaths 
from  the  disease  both  occurred  in  Withington. 

In  every  case  enquiry  was  made  as  to  whether  any  monthly  nurse 
or  midwife  was  in  attendance  upon  the  patient,  on  account  of  the  risk  to 
others  which  might  be  incurred,  but  the  result  was  always  negative. 

Puerperal  fever. — One  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  reported  in  April. 
The  midwife  in  attendance  was  not  engaged  upon  any  other  case  at  the 
time  and  had  her  clothes  carefully  disinfected  before  she  went  to  her  next 
patient. 

Phthisis. — Thirty-eight  deaths  from  phthisis  occurred  during  1903. 
Thirteen  of  these  were  residents  of  Withington,  sixteen  of'  Didsbury,  six 
of  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  and  three  of  Burnage. 

After  a  death  from  phthisis  it  has  always  been  the  endeavour  of  the 
Health  Department  of  the  Council  to  obtain  permission  to  disinfect  the 
room  or  rooms  and  the  bedding  which  have  been  used  by  the  patient 
during  the  illness. 

O 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  Council’s  efforts  to 


cleanse  and  disinfect  after  deaths  from  phth 

isis  durin 

g  the 

past 

years : — 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

I9°3 

Fatal  cases  of  phthisis 

38 

26 

27 

38 

Room  of  patient  disinfected,  paper 
stripped  and  walls  washed  down 
with  one  per  cent,  chloride  of  lime 
solution  and  bedding  stoved 

1 1 

20 

20 

30 

Partial  disinfection... 

3 

1 

4 

1 

No  disinfection 

24 

5 

3 

7 

(Disinfection  after  phthisis  was  commenced  on  March  8th,  1900.) 
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In  all  cases  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was  noted. 


Thirty-four  tests  for  the  tubercle  bacillus  were  made  for  medical  men 
during  the  year. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  (ro5)  is,  as  we  have 
seen  in  Section  I,  higher  than  in  the  years  1901  and  1902.  The  death- 
rate  in  1881  (Census  year)  was  1-05,  in  1891  (Census  year)  it  was  1-14. 


Cards  against  spitting,  except  into  proper  receptacles,  have  been  again 
distributed  to  every  licensed  premises  (except  one,  where  they  were 
refused),  as  well  as  to  the  waiting  rooms  and  closets  of  the  railway  stations 
of  the  district  and  to  workshops  in  which  men  are  employed. 

Removal  to  hospital. — The  number  of  patients  removed  to  hospital  during 
the  year  1903  was  72,  compared  with  77  in  1902,  163  in  1901  and  121  in 
1900. 

The  details  for  the  past  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Patients  removed  to  hospital 


Baguley  Sanatorium. 

Scarlet  fever .  37 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup .  12 

Enteric  fever  .  6 

55 

Newall  Green  Small-pox 
Hospital. 

Small-pox .  14 

H 


Monsall  Hospital. 

Enteric  fever  .  1 

1 

Chorlton  Union  Workhouse 
Hospital. 


Diphtheria  .  1 

Enteric  fever  .  1 


2 


The  following  table  presents  the  number  of  cases  and  of  removals  to 
hospital  of  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric 
fever  from  1895  to  1903,  with  the  per-centages  of  removals  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  these  diseases  for  each  year: — 
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Per-centage  of  patients  removed  to  hospital 
scarlet  fever ,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever 
1903. 

suffering  from 
from  1895  to 

Year. 

Number  of 

cases  of  fever  in  the  district. 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Per¬ 

centage 

1895 

S.  F. 

102. 

D.  22.  E.  20. ..Total 

H4 

49 

34 

1896 

S.  F. 

120. 

D.  13.  E.  10...  ,, 

H3 

63 

44 

1897 

S.  F. 

177. 

D.  16.  E.  10...  ,, 

203 

121 

59 

1898 

S.  F. 

7°. 

D.  22.  E.  25...  „ 

117 

54 

46 

1899 

S.  F. 

68. 

D.  16.  E.  16...  ,, 

100 

28 

28 

1900 

S.  F. 

204. 

D.  14.  E.  8..;  „ 

226 

120 

53 

I9OI 

S.  F. 

245- 

D.  31.  E.  11...  ,, 

287 

162 

56 

1902 

S.  F. 

109. 

D.  26.  E.  6. . .  ,, 

141 

73 

51 

1903 

S.  F. 

85- 

D.  31.  E.  14...  ,, 

130 

58 

44 

Disinfection  —  The  total  number  of  articles  stoved  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  Council  in  1903  was  4,608,  and  consisted  of 
the  following: — Beds,  262;  mattresses,  204;  pillows,  762;  blankets,  588; 
counterpanes,  192;  carpets,  366;  various  articles  of  clothing,  1,855;  and 
sundries,  379. 
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III. 

An  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  generally  at  the  end  of 

the  year. 

Zymotic  disease. — There  is  no  epidemic  of  any  kind  in  the  district  at  the 
present  moment,  but  several  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  have 
been  recently  reported  and  the  latter  disease  has  occurred  in  six  houses 
during  the  month  of  January,  four  of  them  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 
Small-pox,  although  it  has  been  present  in  some  of  the  neighbouring 
districts  lately,  has  not  shown  itself  in  Withington  since  last  July,  but  the 
Council  is  prepared,  the  hospital  at  Newall  Green  being  kept  ready  for 
occupation  at  any  time  should  it  be  required. 

Water  supply. — No  analyses  of  water  have  been  made  during  the  year 
although  there  are  still  various  outlying  farms  and  other  premises  which 
are  dependent  for  their  water  supply  upon  shallow  wells.  With  one 
exception  however,  none  of  the  farms  with  this  disadvantage  send  out 
milk  for  sale,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  population  throughout  the  district 
is  well  provided  with  Manchester  water. 

Building  in  the  district  during  the  year. — Activity  in  building  operations 
has  been  largely  centred  in  the  township  of  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  during 
the  past  year.  Of  a  total  number  of  326  new  houses  which  have  been 
certified  as  fit  for  habitation  in  the  district,  no  less  than  247,  or  75  per 
cent,  belong  to  that  township.  In  1902  the  number  was  182,  in  1901  it 
was  220  and  in  1900  it  was  191.  In  Withington  the  new  buildings 
certified  during  the  year  amounted  to  35,  compared  with  52  in  1902,  59  in 
1901  and  169  in  1900.  Didsbury  had  43  new  houses  compared  with  34  in 
1902,  37  in  1901  and  66  in  1900.  Burnage  had  only  one  new  house  erected 
during  the  year,  compared  with  59  in  1902,  14  in  1901  and  14  in  1900. 

Hospitals  for  infectious  fevers. — The  Baguley  Sanatorium  has  received  298 
patients  during  the  past  year  from  its  various  constituent  authorities. 

.At  the  time  of  writing  there  are  twelve  patients  there  from  the  With¬ 
ington  district  and  fifteen  belonging  to  other  districts. 

The  small-pox  hospital  at  Newall  Green  has  received  twenty-one 
patients  during  the  year,  fourteen  from  the  Withington  district  and  seven 
from  Moss  Side. 
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IV. 

An  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to 
conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings 
relating  to  such  conditions,  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

A  considerable  amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  past  year,  and  by  the  supervision  which  is  now  exercised  during  its 
progress,  including  the  water-testing  of  all  drains  as  they  are  laid,  the 
alterations  are  of  a  permanently  satisfactory  character. 

In  twenty  instances  the  smoke-test  was  applied  to  the  drains  of  houses, 
compared  with  thirteen  during  the  year  1902.  In  addition  to  the  testing, 
the  drains  of  twenty-seven  houses  were  exposed  and  examined  under 
Sect.  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  These  tests  and  examinations 
necessarily  lead  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  drains 
and  subsequently  there  is  usually  no  difficulty  experienced  in  having  the 
defects  which  are  discovered  properly  remedied. 

The  offensive  privies  and  ashpits  which  still  exist  in  so  many  parts  of 
the  district  are  being  replaced  but  slowly  by  water-closets,  with  gal¬ 
vanized  iron  receptacles  for  refuse.  It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past 
year  forty-one  privies  and  ashpits  have  thus  been  altered,  compared  with 
fifty-nine  in  1902  and  eighty-three  in  1901. 

Summary  of  action  of  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year. 


Notices  served  for  the  alteration  of  insanitary  properties,  having 

reference  to  194  houses,  and  seven  workshops . 99 

Insanitary  properties  altered  without  notice  (houses) . 116 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (stables) .  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  (cowsheds)  .  2 

Notices,  etc.,  on  account  of  filthy  premises .  2 

Notices  under  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders .  1 

Notices  to  enter  premises  under  section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  27 
Notices,  etc.,  on  account  of  injurious  and  foul  accumulations  : 

Nightsoil  tips .  o 

Manure  heap  .  1 

Other  injurious  accumulations  .  1 

Notices,  etc.,  on  account  of  animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ..  o 

Notices,  etc.,  on  account  of  overcrowding  .  o 

Notices,  etc.,  in  connection  with  slaughter-houses  .  o 


29 


Notices,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the  sewers .  o 

Notices,  etc.,  in  connection  with  stables .  5 

Notices,  etc.,  on  account  of  filthy  streams .  o 

Premises  inspected  as  to  their  sanitary  condition  after  cases  of 

infectious  fever  (including  phthisis)  . 164 

Premises  disinfected  after  fevers  (including  phthisis) . 159  , 

Premises  smoke-tested . 20 

Premises  inspected,  but  no  action  required . 21 

Back  passages  reported  and  referred  to  the  Highways  Committee  . .  2 

Inspection  of  graves  at  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  Parish  Church  . .  . .  3 

Water  analyses  .  o 

Milk  analyses  .  8 

Butter  analyses .  4 

Jam  analyses  .  2 

Pepper  analyses .  4 

Sugar  analyses  .  4 

Legal  proceedings  on  account  of  insanitary  properties  .  2 

Chimney  firing  .  o 

Chimney  firing,  fines  for .  o 

Seizure  of  food  as  unwholesome  .  o 

Prosecution  on  account  of  black  smoke .  o 

Notice  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  1 


It  will  be  observed  that  fewer  notices  for  the  alteration  of  insanitary 
properties  have  been  issued  than  during  the  previous  year,  but  a  very 
much  larger  number  of  properties  have  been  altered  without  recourse  to 
notices,  the  work  being  carried  out  in  all  respects  in  a  manner  equal  to 
that  which  has  been  done  under  notice. 

The  following  list  presents  some  details  of  the  work  which  has  been 
executed  either  with  or  without  notice  in  addition  to  the  re-laying  of  the 
drains  with  cement  water-tight  joints  and  trapping  all  drain  openings  with 
traps  of  approved  pattern  : — 


Under  notice.  Without  notice.  Total. 


Defective  water-closets  replaced  by  new 

ones 

68 

7 

75 

New  soil  pipes  of  J  inch  metal  ... 

45 

7 

52 

Ventilating  shafts  provided  to  soil  pipes 
and  at  head  of  drains  . . 

54 

T3 

67 

Manholes  with  intercepting  traps 

20  • 

6 

26 

Intercepting  traps  wdthout  manholes  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Cellar  floors  flagged  or  concreted 

13 

6 

19 

Privies  replaced  by  water-closets 

30 

11 

41 

New  water-closets  in  workshops. . 

4 

0 

4 
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Dairies  and  cowsheds. — The  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
throughout  the  year  and  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
manner.  A  notice  has  been  supplied  to  each  occupier  to  hang  up  in  his 
cowshed  calling  attention  to  certain  requirements  in  the  Regulations 
issued  by  the  Council  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds,  the  udders 
and  teats  of  the  cows  and  the  hands  of  persons  milking. 

In  all  the  cowsheds  of  the  district  the  air  space  provided  for  each  cow 
is  800  cubic  feet. 

•  I 

One  notice  was  served  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders  com¬ 
pared  with  four  in  1902,  three  in  1901  and  four  in  1900.  This  notice  has 
been  satisfactorily  complied  with  together  with  the  one  which  had  been 
left  over  from  the  previous  year. 

The  dairies  throughout  the  district  have  received  regular  attention  and 
have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Particulars  as  regards  milk  sellers,  bakehouses, 
.  slaughter-houses,  etc. 


Registered  milk  sellers  in  the  district  . 130 

Registered  cowkeepers  . 41 

Cowsheds  . 75 

Number  of  bakehouses  (W  10,  D  10,  C  n,  B  1) . 32 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  (W  2,  D  2,  C  1)  .  5 


(The  slaughter-house  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  is  not  used  at  present) 


Bakehouses. — Under  the  regulations  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  relating  to  cellar  bakehouses,  of  the  eight  bakehouses  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  mentioned  in  the  annual  report  for  1902,  seven  have  now  been  closed 
as  not  being  suitable  for  their  purpose  as  regards  “  construction,  light,  ven¬ 
tilation  and  in  all  other  respects,”  sect.  101  (4).  The  remaining  cellar  is 
still  in  use  but  is  to  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  a  new  bakehouse  upon  the 
ground  level,  now  being  prepared  for  the  purpose,  is  completed. 

The  condition  of  the  other  bakehouses  of  the  district  is  dealt  with  in  the 
report  upon  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

/ 
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Slaughter-houses. — Four  slaughter-houses  are  at  present  in  use  in  the 
district.  They  are  kept  under  supervision  and  are  conducted  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  manner. 


There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district. 


Ashpits,  etc. — The  number  of  ashpits,  etc.,  emptied  is  as  follows  : — Ash¬ 
pits  with  privies,  7,223;  ashpits  without  privies,  12,475;  movable  recep¬ 
tacles,  112,460;  cesspools,  100.  Number  of  loads  of  refuse  collected, 
14.457- 
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V. 

Repovt  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act ,  1901 ,  in  so  far 
as  this  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Council  and  is 
concerned  with  matters  in  the  department  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

i.  Workshops. — The  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  appointed 
under  the  Act  in  July  1902,  has  steadily  continued  his  work  during  the 
past  year  and  has  now  upon  his  register  402  workshops  and  56  workplaces, 
compared  with  300  workshops  at  the  end  of  1902. 

These  premises  have  all  been  visited  several  times  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  tables  appended  to  this  report.  The  cubic  capacity  of  the  workrooms 
has  been  measured  and  their  cleanliness  or  otherwise  and  the  means  of 
ventilation  have  been  noted.  In  all  instances  cards  have  been  provided 
specifying  the  number  of  workpeople  allowed. 

In  60  workshops  the  wralls,  etc.,  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  dirty 
condition,  but  a  verbal  request  on  the  part  of  the  Inspector  has  been 
sufficient  to  induce  the  occupier  in  each  case  to  cleanse  them  without  it 
being  necessary  to  serve  any  legal  notice. 

In  15  workshops  it  has  been  found  requisite  to  report  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  that  the  workpeople  had  no  proper  accommodation  in 
the  way  of  sanitary  conveniences.  In  11  of  these  cases  notices  to  provide 
such  accommodation  wrere  served  and  in  10  the  notices  have  been  com¬ 
plied  with.  In  four  instances  the  occupiers  were  allowed  to  provide  the 
necessary  accommodation  by  arranging  with  the  tenants  of  houses  in  the 
immediate  vicinity. 

The  register  kept  of  the  workshops  contains  particulars  as  to  the  source 
of  information  and  date  of  occupation,  the  date  of  entry  in  the  register,  the 
name  and  situation  of  the  workshop,  the  name  and  postal  addresses  of  the 
occupier  and  owner  of  the  premises  and  the  nature  of  the  employment. 

In  the  “workshop  record  book,”  the  following  information  is  collected:— 
the  dates  of  visits  to  the  premises,  the  address,  the  number  of  persons 
employed,  male  and  female,  details  as  to  general  cleanliness,  sanitary 
condition,  whether  any  necessity  exists  for  ordering  cleansing  or  white¬ 
washing,  the  number  of  rooms  occupied  by  workers,  their  cubic  space, 
and  the  permissible  and  actual  number  of  persons  employed,  also  the 
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mode  and  efficiency  of  ventilating  and  whether  any  wet  floors  exist  and  are 
properly  drained.  As  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1900,  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Withington  Urban  District  Council,  the  proper 
provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  has  also  been 
noted  in  the  column  arranged  for  that  purpose. 

2.  Bakehouses. — The  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  district  is  now  32, 
compared  with  34  in  1902.  They 'have  been  regularly  visited  during  the 
past  year,  and  in  the  case  of  15  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
occupiers  to  cleanse  the  walls.  In  all  of  these  it  was  only  required  to  give 
a  verbal  intimation  to  have  the  work  done. 

The  eight  cellar  bakehouses  which  have  already  been  mentioned  in  a 
previous  section — the  only  ones  of  the  district — have  now  been  reduced 
to  one  and  this  will  disappear  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  to  be  replaced 
by  an  above-ground  bakehouse  which  is  in  process  of  erection. 

The  bakehouses  of  the  district  are  provided  with  cards  specifying  the 
number  of  persons  allowed  to  work  therein. 

There  are  no  bakehouses  employing  mechanical  power  in  the  Withing¬ 
ton  district.  All  the  bakehouses  comply  with  the  Act  in  not  having  any 
sanitary  convenience  or  ashpit  communicating  directly  with  them,  in  not 
having  any  cistern  for  supplying  water  to  them  connected  in  any  way  with 
a  water-closet,  in  having  no  drain  openings  inside,  and  in  having  no 
sleeping  place  connected  with  them. 

3.  Homework. — Information  respecting  persons  living  in  the  district 
who  receive  work  from  employers  outside  the  district  has  been  received  in 
18  instances  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  the  premises  in  which  these 
homeworkers  live  have  been  inspected  and  registered  in  the  same  manner 
as  in  the  case  of  workshops.  The  number  of  visits  to  the  dwellings  of 
homeworkers  was  84. 

No  infectious  fevers  have  been  notified  in  connection  with  the  premises 
occupied  by  homeworkers. 

Three  employers  in  the  district  giving  out  work  to  persons  living  in 
other  districts  have  been  reported  during  the  year  and  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  of  the  districts  in  which  the  latter  live  have  been  duly 
notified. 
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4-  Workplaces. — Under  the  name  of  workplaces  it  has  been  considered 
advisable  to  classify  many  occupations  which  do  not  naturally  fall  under 
the  previous  headings.  New  buildings  in  the  course  of  erection  very  fre¬ 
quently  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  requiring 
sanitary  conveniences  inasmuch  as  without  an  intimation  to  this  effect  to 
builders,  it  is  commonly  considered  by  them  unnecessary  to  provide  men 
engaged  in  the  work  with  any  sanitary  convenience,  except  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  primitive  description.  Such  buildings  have  been  visited  in  32 
instances  and  wherever  it  has  been  found  necessary  a  galvanized  iron  pail 
has  been  provided  by  the  Council  and  a  proper  closet  has  been  erected. 
Cab  stables  and  yards  have  been  inspected  in  11  cases.  Fish  and  game 
shops  have  also  been  visited  in  11  instances,  slaughter-houses  in  2.  Total 
number  of  visits  to  workplaces  278. 

Factories. — It  was  mentioned  in  the  annual  report  for  1902  that  there 
were  only  four  places  in  the  Withington  district  in  which  mechanical 
power  is  used.  All  of  these  are  large  laundries  and  in  three  out  of  the 
four  more  than  40  people  are  employed. 

In  one  of  these  three  it  was  reported  last  year  that  the  provision  of 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was  inadequate  and  a  notice  was  served 
upon  the  owners  to  provide  better  means  of  exit.  The  work  required  to 
effect  the  purpose  has  now  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  In  the  rest  the 
means  provided  are  sufficient. 

Proper  closet  accommodation  is  provided  in  all  the  factories,  with 
separate  conveniences  for  each  sex. 

Tables  showing  the  work  done  by  the  Inspector  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  from  January  1st,  to  December  31st,  1903  : — 


Workshops. 
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Table  I 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WITHINGTON 
Vital  Statistics  for  whole  District  during  1903,  and  previous  years. 
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Table  II. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WITHINGTON. 


5. — Burnage. 
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NOTES—1 The  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

Isolation  Hospitals— Baguley  Sanatorium,  Baguley,  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric;  Newall  Green  Small-pox  Hospital,  for  Small-pox. 


Table  IV. 

WITHINGTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole 

District  at  subjoined 
Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

Deaths 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Und’r 
l  year 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

05  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Withing- 

ton. 

Didsbury. 

Chorlton- 

cum- 

Hardy. 

<D 

tc 

CS 

G 

u 

cS 

IN 

Public 

Insti¬ 

tution. 

Small-pox  . 

Measles  . 

6 

I 

5 

3 

3 

5 

Scarlet  fever  . 

3 

3 

2 

I 

2 

Whooping  cough  ... 

12 

8 

4 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Diphtheria  and  membran¬ 
ous  croup... 

2 

I 

I 

2 

3 

Croup  . 

I 

I 

I 

,  Typhus  . 

•  • 

Fever-!  Enteric  . 

I 

I 

1 

11 

^Other  continued... 

Epidemic  influenza 

5 

I 

2 

2 

3 

I 

I 

Cholera  . 

.  . 

Plague  . 

. . 

Diarrhoea  . 

7 

7 

4 

2 

I 

2 

Enteritis  . 

3 

3 

I 

I 

I 

17 

Puerperal  fever  . 

Erysipelas . 

2 

I 

I 

2 

.. 

1 

Other  septic  diseases 

2 

2 

I 

1 

3 

Phthisis  . 

38 

3 

33 

2 

13 

16 

6 

3 

168 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

14 

6 

4 

2 

2 

7 

2 

3 

2 

25 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

35 

1 

20 

14 

17 

9 

7 

2 

48 

Bronchitis . 

22 

2 

I 

I 

7 

II 

9 

5 

5 

3 

56 

Pneumonia . 

21 

4 

2 

I 

I 

7 

6 

7 

3 

7 

4 

83 

Pleurisy  . 

3 

2 

I 

1 

I 

1 

. . 

Other  diseases  of  the  Res¬ 
piratory  organs  . 

4 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Alcoholism  ^ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver ) 

10 

7 

3 

6 

2 

2 

10 

Venereal  diseases . 

3 

I 

2 

2 

I 

Premature  birth  . 

13 

13 

6 

2 

4 

1 

6 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition  . 

5 

I 

.  . 

4 

3 

I 

I 

2 

Heart  diseases  . 

36 

2 

I 

19 

14 

14 

10 

II 

1 

59 

Accidents  . 

5 

•• 

2 

2 

I 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Suicides  . 

5 

4 

I 

2 

2 

I 

3 

Injuries  . 

I 

I 

. . 

I 

. . 

. . 

Chronic  lead  poisoning  ... 

.  • 

All  other  causes  . 

151 

29 

4 

•• 

3 

55 

60 

61 

40 

43 

7 

306 

All  causes . 

410 

77 

25 

8 

12 

171 

117 

172 

105 

105 

28 

821 

